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LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 
(Continued from page 138.) 

At London, Mr. Winchester retained his itinerant habit. 
During the six years aud a half which be spent in Eng- 
land, he often made excursions to a considerable distance in 
the country ; bat though he preached to large assemblies, 
he never attempted to establish separate societies, wishing 
to diminish rather than to increase the divisions among 
christians, and not considering that a change of doctrine 
will necessarily involve a change of denomination. He 
frequently visited Chatham, Birmingham, Wisbeach, and 
Fleet, a place in Lincolnsbire, and preached in nearly all 
the meeting houses of the General Baptists in the county 
of Kent.—Several dissenting preachers openly professed 
the doctrineof Universal Restoration; and same who dis- 
countenanced it pstronised him, as he retained many of 
the notions, and considerable of the language, of the low- 
er secis. Among those who embraced Universalism, the 
most distinguished was the Rey. William Vidler, a Calvin- 
istic Baptist minister. He assisted Mr. Winchester in his 
labors, and afterwards supplied his place in London,— 
They designed an arrangement by which they were to 
travel alternately, and preach through the country; but a 
singular occurrence suddenly frustrated all their schemes, 
and turned their flattering prespects into shame. 

Mr. Winchester was in the height of his influence, 
when, on the first of May, 1794, his friends were alarmed 
by word from his wife, that he was missirg, and that she 
feared some evil had befallen him. The next morning, 
advertisements were inserted in the papers, and a search 
made, With bo success. A number of his friends assem- 
bled at his house to condole with Mrs. Winchester, when 
one of them received a letter from Winchester himself. 
revealing, as the cause of his flight, a long series of intol- 


his opposers, he resolved on leaving England; and to a- 
void the importunity of his friends, concealed himself 
from them, addressing them by letters without dates. In 
an anguish hitle short of distraction, he wandered towards 
Bristol, whence he sailed for America on the 19th of May. 
He left the English shore with reluctance, and flattered 
himself with the hope of revisiting it, if Mrs. Winchester 
could be brought to accept of a separate maintenence, and 
to retire to her native land. Proposals of this sort were 
repeatedly made to her by the congregation in Parhament 
Court; but she rejected them with indignation, declaring 
that her conduct towards her husband would break her 
heart, if she had not an opportunity to see him, and to ask 
his pardon. 


On the 12th of July, Mr. Winchester arrived at Boston, 
entirely destitute of money and meanly clothed. He im- 
mediately repaired to a little village on the border of his 
native town, where he passed the night, dreading, perhaps, 
to meet the astonishment and inquiries of his acquaint- 
ances. In a letter to London, he says, “My return to this 
country was sudden and surprizing to all who knew me; 
and various have been the conjectures and reports which 
have gone abroad on the eccasion; but the most common 
was, that I had fled from persecution for fear of bemg ta- 
ken up by the government, for publishing my Oration oa 
the Three Woe Trumpets. But I have alwavs had the 
satisfaction of telling all that have aske? me, that the gov- 
ernment of Great Britain never concerned itself with me, 
and that [never gave the government any umbrage.— but 
the real cause of my leaving London so abruptly, | have 
not mentioned to my father, mother, brothers, or sisters ; 
orto any friend Lhave in America; and 1 do net know 
that any person in this part of the conutry knows any thing 
of the matter.” Reports of the fact, however, at length 
arrived from London, which I believe he could seldom be 
induced to confirm or deny, and which were, therefore, 


the hearers. 


During the remainder of the summer and the succeed- 
ing autumn, he preached almost constantly in the vicinity 
of Boston, and in other parts of New England. I: Sep- 
tember, he attended the General Convention of Univer- 
salists at Oxford, Mass. in which he presided as Modera- 
tor. Writing to London in November, he says, “I have 
the greatest door open that [ ever saw, insomuch that [ am 
surprized atthe alteration since I was here last. [| have 
preached in a great many meeting houses of different de- 
nominations, andto great numbers of people, as often as 





erable abuse from the desperate temper of his own wife, 
which had at length put his life in danger, and driven him 
wounded from home. ‘This letter was read in Mrs, Win- 
chester’s hearing, who, after some prevarieation, confessed 
the facts alledged. 


eight or nine times a week, and with greater acceptance 


IthanT ever lid.” Meanwhile, he was writing his Answer 
|to Paine’s Age of Reason, which was published at Boston 


in December. 


The next year, (1795) I think, he travelled extensively 


Nothing can be adduced in palliation of his pitiable|!" almost all parts of the country, especially to the south- 
weakness in this affair, unless we suppose that his feeble, Ward, though his constitution was broken, and an increas- 


and declining health had left him exposed, without his 
ordinary resolution and strength of mind. 
manifest from his own letters, that his wife had lone ruled 


It is, however. 


jing asthma foretold a fatal termination. It was in the 
jcourse of this vear that his wife having re-crossed the At- 
jlantic, joined him, and prevailed upon him to live with her 


him with a rod of tron, and that she had fully verified her;*2ain. ‘This was another instance of his weakness, which, 


declaration, “I must be a devil, and govern.” 


Though aware that his sudden and mysterious depart- 
ure would occasion much obloquy and exultation among 


if report be true, he found cause to regret ; it is said that 
she tormented him on his death-bed. 


Concluded in our next. 


either credited or disregarded according to the tancy of 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


VE SIIALL NOT SURELY DIE. 


“Ye shall not surely die,’ said the serpent to Eve, and 
this say our opposers, was the first preaching of the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. 


Butagain say our opposers, this doctrine of universal 


salvation 1s a new doctrine ; or, at the best, it has been be- 


lieved and preached but by a very few individuals, tll re- 


cently, ever since the serpent preached it in the garden. 
tow comes it to pass that this doctrine has not before now 
been discovered. by all the learned and good men, to he 
the doctrine of the bible, if it really beso? This question 
is triumphantly asked, under the full persuasion that the 
doctrine in question has been quite recently got up, having 
Now, Mr. Edi- 


, F will put a question or two to those 


laid dormant nearly six thousand years ! 
tor, if you are willing 
unbelievers in the doctrine of universal salvation, who 
talk about the subject in the manner above described. 
Gentlemen, do you really believe the doctrine of univer- 
sal salvation was preached by the serpent,or the devil to 
Eve, nearly six thousand years ago? Ys it really your 
opinion that the devil was ever a preacher of salration ? 
I muet take it for granted that you will answer in the af- 
firmative, for such have been your deliberate, printed al- 
legations, time after time, and yon still persist in them. 
So then you esteem the devil to have been a preacher of 
salraton! But. according to this notion, and the other 
notion of yours that the doctrine of universal salvation is 
now a new ‘loctrine, it having been scarcely mentioned 
since the arch deceiver first broached it to Eve, till within 
half a century past, the devil has been one of the idlest 
preachers of whom we have any account. Who would 
have thought that so active and enterprising a rebel, as the 
old serpent had been in heaven, (I speak asa learned doc- 
tor of divinity ; judge ye what I say ;) who, I say, would 
have thought that the same old serpent, that had disturbed 
all heaven, and well nigh subverted the throne of Jehovah, 
should have so audaciously contronted and contradicted 


the word of the Creator, as he did in preaching salvation 


to Eve, and thea, that he should lie down in perfect eon- 


tentment, and suffer other and holier doctrines to bel 


preached, filling the world with love, peace and happiness, |* 


for nearly sez thousand years! And what in the world 


has caused satan to rise up again, all at once, and to insti-}' 


gate the preaching of his favorite salvation 2 In the first 
place as the devil was so successful in preaching salvation 
to Eve, it is unaccountable he should not have con- 
tiaued preaching it, without intermission, down to the 
present time. 


In the second place it is marvellous that he 


of the world ; especially when such a potent phalanx of 
doctors of divinity appear in defence of the truth. 
id serpent a fool ? 


INQUI RE R. 

ee 
spanutaien again ies favorite iecbrine of salvation, wher 
that of damnation is so universally established as divine 
truth, and when it is so thoroughly ascertained, that the 


latter only is safe and saving ? 


It appears tome we might 
as well have had no devil, as none to preach salvation for so 
long a period of time ; for it has evidently been the occa- 
sion of the preachers of the evangelical doctrine of dam- 
nation getting such hold upon the reason and affections of 
the great body of mankind, that all the efforts of the ser- 
Did 
Has he, from that time 
forward, neglected preaching it till quite recently? —Isit 
on this account that you call it a new doctrine ? 


pent must be unavailing. Gentlemen, how is this ? 


the devil preach salvation to Eve ? 


Has your 
evangelical doctrine of endless misery in the mean time 
prevailed ? fs that the reason why the world has been so 
full of kindness, charity, peace and love ? Is it because the 
heavenly doctrine of endless misery, through the remiss- 
ness of satan in spreading the doctrine of salvation, has had 
such uncontrolled sway, that there have been no more 
wars and rumors of wars; no more fraud, tyranny and 
oppression ; no more ill-will, spite and murder? —_Gentle- 
men, if it really be so, will you not have the goodness te 
make it appear? A bare balance of reason and seripture 
wi!l convince me, for my early prejudices are on your side. 
I once thought as you do, that the devil was a preacher 


of salvation, and that it was, consequently a devilish doc- 


trine. But now, such is the strange state of my mind, 1} 
have doubts whether it is reasonable to suppose the devil 
would preach sa/ration, for salvation is deliverance from 
the devil’s power. [have also doubts whether it-is not 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, to ascribe the doctrine 


of salvation tothe devil. Please to explain to me your 


J. B. 


views of this subject. 
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“POPULAR MISTAKES.” 


A writer under the above head, but without a name, ha: 





‘attacked a sermon, which the editor of this paper deliver- 
.ed on the evening of the fourth Sabbath in May, eppar- 


ently for the purpose of exposing its errors. 
should resume a labor so long neglected, at this late period 


We should 
publish his remarks entire, were they not of too great a 


length for our little paper ; nevertheless a fair opinion ot 
Is the; the spirit and strength of his attack can be formed by the 
if not, what can he mean by nowlextracts we shall make. He says“I have observed some 
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theories in a recent publication, coutaming “reasons for be-jminished violence, how could his promise be redeemed, 




















kieving in Universalism,” which to me appear erroneous ;”\ask, and it shall be given unto you ; seek, and ye shall 
and then endeavors to invalidate our first reason, which}find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you? but if he 
predicates universal salvation on the revealed nature offdirected them to pray for the salvation of their persecu- 
God, by contending that present misery is an evidence that}tors, for their liberation from sin, the supplication might 
it will eternally exist. It is somewhat aston'shing that this|be granted, though, like their great Master, they should 
objection is urged, as it was met and fully considered in}be murdered by those for whom they poured out their 
the sermon ; but as the writer seems unconvinced, the/sou's toGod. If Christ commanded his disciples to ask 
argument shall be placed in a new light. It is compatible|what they should not receive, he directed them to seek 
with divine goodness that no one should be completely|God in vain, and intentionally mocked their hopes and 
happy in éhis life, therefore it is consistent with divine good-|broke his own promise, for he had said, every one that 
ness that no one should be entirely happy in a future life.|asketh receiveth, and if ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
If this be conclusive reasoning, then our first position is|I willdo it. So we may observe in the other case; if Paul 
uot refuted, but the nature of God is shown to be less good/exhorted Timothy to supplicate God for that it was known 
than we believed, and the present world is heaven. Forlor believed he would not bestow, he simply made this 
as whatever is consistent with divine benevolence now|young evangelist the dupe of his hopes, or the victim of 
must of consequence be compatible with it forever, no in-|his sensibility. This consideration may be reduced toa 
dividual can experience the least change in his physical|poiut ; Jesus and Paul commanded people to pray for 
or moral constitution. But facts are constantly disproving}g0od or evil; if for evil, they were unlike God, for he is 
this sophistry, and showing that men can grow better and/good, and constantly does good ; if for good, the recipients 
worse, that they can sicken and die. This therefore is a|must be rendered eternally happy, made participants of 
mere paralogism. He says “it is supposed, that, ‘the willlhigher joy, or annibilated. Should the prayer be granted 
af God is that all men should be saved.’ But is there nojin either of the two first cases, men, all men would be sa- 
distinction between the declaration of the benevolence of|ved; if in the last, they will not endure eternal misery. 
God, and the execution of justice wpon rebels against his}Our assailant may choose among these difficulties, and 
‘love’ and ‘goodness ?”, The sermon did not suppose it was|come to the best conel™sion in his power. 

God's will that all men should be saved, but asserted it on] He says “it is supp that all men will be saved, be- 





the authority of the scriptures, and until something better|cause of the aversion Which all pious bearts feel to sin, 
than supposition shall be offered, they will be considered|both in themselves amd others.” To show the inconclu- 
to warrant such a conclusion. jsiveness of this reasoning he observes, “if this argument 
If there be any difference between the benevolence and] possess any point, it lies equally against the present exist- 
justice of God, it remains for this writer to show it, as hel/ence of sin abd unholiness as against their continuance 
has adduced nothing on that point, but left us to believe|/hereafter. We know sin exists now, notwithstanding it is 
it on his authority. Should an opposition exist in God,|ovposed to the ‘nature of God, and tu his law; and pious 
should one of his attributes be at variance with auother,jhearts feel an aversion tu it; therefure we have reason to 
1et us have information on this important point with all|conclude that God may permit men to continue unholy, 
possible despatch, that we may know the character of that|and consequently subjects of punishment.” According to 
being in whose hands we confide our eternal interest. this argument we might infer that sin would be utterly de- 
The writer has quoted two or three scriptures, but as|stroyed, if God and all holy beings loved it; but as all pi- 
they have no bearing on the subject, and as he did notjous hearts feel aversion to it, and God has promised that 
think proper to pay them any attention, we shall let them|it shall be finished, we have every reason to believe in its 
pass unexamined for the present. eternal continuance. If this be sound logic, then we may 
He says “it is sepposed that all will be saved because|rationally conclude that whatever God and all holy beings 
“we are directed to pray for all men.” To demonstrate/hate will last forever, andtheir utter detestation of it fur- 
the fallacy of this statement he says, “our Sayiour com-|nishes no reason for its destruction. But itis urged that 
manded his disciples, saying, ‘pray for them that despite-|the existence of sin in this world is in opposition to the law 
fully use you and persecute you ?? And we might as reas-|and nature of God and the feelings of all pious hearis, and 
onably conclude, that therefore, there will be no morejtherefore this opposition will endure forever, because it 
persecution or abuse, as to infer that all men will be saved,jhas existed at all. This reasoning would prove that no 
because it is our duty to pray for them.” There is no im-jsoul could be saved ; for as each person is contaminated 
aginable parallelism between these cases, for Jesus reques-| with transgression in this life, notwithstanding the oppo- 
ted his disciples to pray for all their enemies, and Paul ex-|sition of God’s nature and the aversion of all holy beings 
horted Timothy to make supplications, prayers and inter-|to iniquity, he will be polluted through all his future ex- 
cessions forallmen. Had Christ taught his disciples to}istence, as all things are now in a condition that shall nev- 
pray that they might not be persecuted, when he knew theler change. Although he who sits on the throne of heav- 
fury and outrages of their {pes would continne with andi-jen saye, beheld I make all things mew, and that at a Gérr 
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authority of the scriptures, the declaration of Jehovah 
must be discarded to prove the endless reign of s'n in each 


individual of our race, and that God will never be ail in 


all. 


He says it is asked “will the need of a Saviour prevent 
our salvation ?” 
continuance in impenitence be not supposed.” Then if 


sinners were in a state of penitence they might need a Sa- 


viour, but while they remain impenitent, they have no 


need of a Saviour. In opposition to this the scriptures af- 


firm that Jesus called men to repeatance, thal he was ex- 


alted for the purpose of giving repentance and by conse-| 


quence, that he came to save the wmpenilen! from therr sins. 


Had not those been unrepentant Whom he came to save, he} 


could not have called them to repentance , but !t is certam 
their impenitency did not remove the need of salvation, 
for they who are sick need a physician. Hence, if impen- 
itent sinners do not need a Saviour, the mission of Jesus 
Was unnecessary, as he was continually tviting meu te re- 
pent that they might enter the kingdom of heaven. This 
objection however virtually assumes the point in debate, 
by sayy the need of a Saviour will vot prevent our sal- 
vation, should we be penitent and forgiven, or in other 
worus, that the need of a Saviour will never prevent our 
salvation, should we ever realize it. Now as this is an 
identical proposition, we have nothing to do with it, as it 
He 


asks whether certain persons are ‘saved by the means they 


has no relation to the subject in review. moreover 


despise and reject ** This inquiry regards either the 
competency or faithfulness of the physician, and although 
his skill and unweariable love were stated and defended in 
When ail 


power in heaven and in earth is given to Jesus, when in 


the sermon, they shall be agaiu canvassed. 


him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and 
when he is the same yesterday, and to day, and forever. 
there can be no possible want of moral ability t6 save all 
men, nor the least change of purpose. If ihere be any 
question about the fidelity of Christ, it goes to a rejection 
of the New Testament, consequently cannot be examined 
kere. Should the scriptures assert that Christ came with 
the power and faithfulness above described for the salva- 
tiou of the world, the point would be settled ; but on this 
subject they are remarkably full anid explicit. Joln de- 
clures we have seen, and do testify, that the Father sent 
the Son, the Saviour of the world, and that he is the pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world ; and Paul that 
he tasted death for every man. When it can be shown 
that Paul and others were not saved by means they despi- 
sed and rejected, this argument may hold good ; but while 
it must be conceded that they were saved by him whom 
they despised and opposed, it ceases to have any weight. 
But this carping comes with an il! grace from a man, 
who believes sinners are converted by the instantaneous, 
irresistible, and uninduced operation of the holy spirit, and 


that alltheir repugnance is no more impediment to the 


and proceeds to reply “by no means, if a 





said, let there be light, and there was light. 


If sinners 
must be lost for net yielding to means which God does not 
employ for their salvation, or for overcoming omnipotent 
goodness with evil, their case will be extremely desperate, 
hut it will furnish them with abuudant reason for praise, 
thanksgiving and confidence. 

| He says “it is inferred that God will ‘pardon all his ene- 
mies,’ from ‘the command of Heaven, which enjoins love 


and forgiveness of enemies.” In opposition to this he con- 


tends “we are incompetent to be entrusted with the execu- 





jtion of retributive justice,” and therefore “required to 
‘meee a forgiving temper towards our fellow man, (as it 
A- 


zain he observes that “punishment and forgiveness for the 


would be incongruons to pardon a malicious heart.’’) 


‘same offence are inconsistent with each other.” Putting 
jthese statements together we learn, that no one is bound 
lio forgive his ‘enemy, but only to cherish a seemingly kind 
jteeling for him in this world, with the assured belief that 
God will avenge him in the future. ‘This is supposed te 
be a compliance with the teaching of Jesus, forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. Woreover accorting to these premises, should 
any forgive his enemy, God could not render to every man 
according to his deeds, as punishment and forgiveness of 
the same offence But 


if God cannot both punish and forgive asin, no individual 


ure inconsistent with each other. 


can be saved, as every man shall reap what he has sowed, 
and the whole family of earth are sinners. Yet it is ur- 
ged “if in any instance God punish for sin, he does not in 
that case forgive ;” if this be true, then all who are par- 
loned, have sinned with impunity in all those cases in 
which they are forgiven. This strange theory is advoca- 
ted to prove that God does not pardon when he adminis- 
terscorrection, that he punishes in a great number of in- 
stances during tlus life, and that therefore “it is not certain 
that he must forgive all his euemies.” Should this notion 
be correct, no one can be certain he should forgive all his 
enemies, though Jesus has directed him to pray, forgive 
me my sins, for { forgive every one that is mdebied to me, 
and while he stands praying to forgive, if he have aught 
againstany. Therefore all men are commanded to imitate 
they know not what, and to be perfect as uncertainty. 
This writer strenuously contends “it is not true that the 
saints ‘would rejoice in sin,’ because that they will be en- 
tirely reconciled to the infliction of eternal misery, from a 
conviction of its justice.” It is very easy to show his ‘popu- 
lar mistake.’ The saints, to be conformed to God and to en- 
ter into his joy, must possess his feelings and delight in his 
purposes and the means he has chosen to carry them into 
effect. ‘The Platform says ‘by the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of his glory,some men and angels are pre- 
destinated unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to 


everlasting death P Now,as Godcould not determine on 








an end with contemplating the most efficient means, the 
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opinion of PiscAToRis is just, When he says, reprobates are 
absolutely ordained to this two fold end ; to undergo errr- 
lasting punishment, and necessarily lo sin; and therefore 
to sin that they might be jrust/y punished. Hence the saints. 
while they rejoice in the display of punishing justice, must 
deliczht in the cause of its exhibition and continuance, as 
they will heartily approve all the methods God has adopt- 
ed for the honor of his character, whether they be vice or 
virtue. It isjust as fair to contend that the saints will be 
dissatisfied with holiness, which displays the mercifulness 
ef God’s character, as that they will abominate sin, when 
itis undispensubly necessary for the manifestation of his 
justice. If the saints do not rejoice in the means ‘od has 
en: ployed forthe display of his glory, they are unreconcil- 
ed to his plan ; but ii they be completely reconciled, then 
must they heartily rejoice in every thing that he has caus- 
ed to exist for the promotion of his glory. 

He also declares “God loves his law, anc his eternal jus 
tice, more than the happiness of incorrigible offenders, and 
therefore, will execute its penalty upon them.” The serip- 
tures do not mention incorrigible offenders, or intimate that 
there are any sinners whom God cannot reclaim ; but they 
affirm that nothing ts too hard for him, that with him all 
And Christ has taught us that the 


jaw is made for man, not man for the law, and consequent- 


things are possible. 


iy that it must conduce to his felicity, if it subserve the 
purpose of its iustitution. But this writer contends that 
God loves his iaw with such infinite and immortal regard, 
that he is determined it shali be violated forever, and that 
he prefers this contempt of his authority above every thing, 
so highly, that he has resolved to continue it through eter- 
nity. Most certainly this is undeniable proof that God 
regards his law more than happiness or virtue, for if he 
desired the felicity or holiness of the disobedient, he 
would take the necessary means to procure it ; but as he 
chooses they should suffer and trample his law in the dust 
forever, he cannot wish them to be holy, nor require them 
to obey his law. Ourassailant being correct, God mani- 
fests little or no love for his law in causing the purified to 
regard and obey it, for as this method secures their happi- 
ness and fulfils each requirement of the statute, ucither 
God nor his law receives much honor ; but when his com- 
mands are despised and held in the most unmingled con- 
tempt, then his !aw is readered glorious and his love of it 
shown to be infinite. 

Ile says “it is inferred that all men will be happy from 


“the constitution of man, constraining him to seek for hap- 


conclude we may obtain the limited joys of this lite, than 
ine beatitude of heaven; hence, our desire of happiness, 
which is intwined with every fibre of the heart, was only 
imparted to mock and tantalize. AJl the deceptions of this 
tate are compatible with eternal happiness, but should 
we fail of that, our solicitude for bliss would prove but a 
curse anda torment. Little, however, need be said on this 
objection, as it supposes we shall be disappointed concern- 
ing the future as we have been concerning the present 
world, and by consequence, that as all have been unhappy 
It also infers that God 
does not intend our happiness, because he defeats our 


here, all will be unhappy there. 


hopes in this life, and that the frustration of deep and 
cherished aspirations, is evidence that we are all born for 
perdiuon. “Moreover if this objection hold good, Christ- 
anity is untrue, and those Deists, who contend that our 
present unhappiness aud mortality are evidence that we 
shall never enjoy felicity, or live after death, are per- 
fectly correct. 

He says “it is supposed because angels will not rejoice 
over the infelicity of man,” that all men will be happy.” 
To this he opposes ‘choirs of Heaven, Apostles and 

hrophets rejoicing in the execution of divine vengeauce, 

ven though connected with the misery of the wicked.’ 
When it shall be proved that the angels rejoice over the 
infliction of efernal pain, it will be competent to reply, 
that as God had from eternity ordained these suffercrs to 
dishonor and wrath to the prase of his vindictive jus- 
tice, the angels must delight in their torment, because it 
honors God’s character by displaying his justice ; but as no 
evidence of this kind has appeared, nothing has been said to 
the purpose. Let hin: show that the angels rejoice over 
man’s efernal deninution, and our reasoning is destroyed; 
but until this is done, he triumphs without a battle. 

“It is said that all will be saved, because “the eall of 


” 


God is universal.” “True” he says, “the eall is to all; 


this however docs not prove that all will accept.” Let 
God reply to this assumption; for as ihe rain cometh down, 
and the snow from hecven, and returneth not thilher, but 
iwatercth the ecrth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give secd lo the sowcr and bread to the eater, so sha} 
iy word be, that gocth forth out of iny mouth, 2 shail not 
return uato me vord, but it shall accomplish thal which TF 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent il. 
What is the word thatgues forth out of the mouth of 
God? lookunto me,and be ye saved, all the ends of the 


earih. And what is the declared result? all the ends of the 





piness, and to dread misery.” To this argument he ob-! 
jects the disappointed hopes and blasted expectations of} 
this life, and concludes, that as our desires of enjoyment 
are frequently blighted in this world, we have no reason to 
If this in- 
ference possess any strength, we need expect no bappier 


believe they will be realized in the coming. 


state than the present, for our irrepressible desire of feli- 
city being frequently disappointed in this world, can 





never de satisfied in another, as it is more reasonable to 


world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kKindreds of tie nations shail worshtp before him. But if 
the supper, of which our assailant speaks, and of which 
Christ says those who were bidden should not taste, be 
the happiness of heaven, the word of Cod did not accom- 
plish his pleasure, by prospering in the thing whereto he 
sent it, or those who refused to come were the non-elect, 
whom God insincerely bade to the supper. For Canvas, 


speaking of God and the reprebate says, “behold he directs 
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his voice to them, that they may become the more deaf; 
he lighteth a light, but that they may be rendered the 
more dull ; 


may be healed.” This is the love, this the fwithfulness of 


God in calling the unelected. 
ducts towards the chosen. 


Let us see how he con- 
Carvin says “God, by the 
effectualness of his calling towards the elect, perfects the 
salvation, to which, by his eternal counsel he had appoint- 
ed them.” ‘This then is our whole reply to the paragraph 
under consideration; and until our opponent shall prove 
the duplicity of God, we shall believe 
ef his call, 


in the universality 
and that his word will accomplish that for 
which it is sent. 

But he alleges that “the purposes of God are not the 
cause of the sinners condemnation, he is condemned on the 
ground of his own guilt.” We 


all are not 


shall quote authority on 
this point. CaLvrn says reated in like estate, 
but to some eternal life, to others death is fore-appointed.” 
Does not this make the purpose of God the cause of the 
sinner’s condemnation? If it be replied that he has fore- 
appointed some to damnation on account of their sins, we 
unswer again in the words of Cavin, if we 
cannot assign a reason why he should confer mercy on 


“therefore 


those that are his, but beeause thus it pleaseth him, neither 


indeed shall we have any other cause of his rejecting of 


cthers,than hisown will.” This quotation shows that all 


: : ‘ 
Calvinists believe God's purposes to be the cause of eter- 


nal damnation. More authority is at haud. Brza says 
‘God hath predestinated, not only unto damnation, but 
also the causes of it, whomsoeve The decree 
of God cannot be excluded from the causes of corruption.” 

Again CaLvin says “man is blindcd by the wi/l and com- 
mandment of Ged. 
toGod. The highest or remote cause of hardening is the 
rill of God. It followeth that the hidden counse! of God 
is the cause of hardening.” 


yr he saw meet. 


We refer the causes of hardening us 


Such a cloue of testimony 
must satisfy the candid that all free Calvinists consider 
God's purposes as the cause of the sinner’s condemnation, 
or they believe ia the statement of Piscatror, which has 
been already cited, that “reprobates are absolutely ordained 
io this two fold end; to undergo everlasting punishment 
and necessarily to sin ; and therefore fo sin, that they might 
the opinion of ZuinGLivs, 
who says, “God moveth the robber to kill. He killeth, 
say he is forced 
to sin ; | permit it truly that he is forced.” Will our op- 


oe justly punished.” Aad also in 


r 


God forcing him thereunto. Dutthou wilt 
ponent dare allege again, while he clainis to be a Calvin- 
istic Baptist, that God’s purposes are nof the cause of the 
sinner’s condemnation? when his decree blocks up the entry 
of life to him, and fixes his lot for eternity. 

“The moment regard terminates the rights of suprem- 
acy are vacated.” To this he objects, “God is angry 
with the wicked every day ; consequently if the right 
of supremacy is vacated by want of ‘regard ;’ then the sin- 
rer by 


som obligation te obey. fs not this makiag the offender’s 


he applies to them a remedy, but nof that they|i 


‘loear that Murray, on peril of your soul’s 


incurring the displeasure of God, frees himself 





crime his excuse ; and vacating lawful authority by his 
rebellion!” Whatever being angry with the wicked may 
import, this reasoning is sophistical, as the scripture declare 
God has great love for those who are dead in sins, that he 
commendeth his Jove to sinners by the death of his Son, 
and that his ove caused the mission of Jesus to the wicked, 
with whom he is every day angry. The inference of cur 
assailant is therefore unsupported by revelation, as that 
neither affirms nor intimates that the anger of God termin- 
ates his regard for sinners, but it strongly exhibits the rea- 
sonableness of our loving him, because he first loved us, 
aud testifies, herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. If God be angry with all the wicked daily, and yet 
the ungodly, those who are dead in sin, as to come 
imend his Jove tothem by the death of his Son, whem he 





so lore 


sent for their salvation, it 1s certain no want cf regard has 
vacated his right of supremacy, or absolved sinners from 
the duty of love and obedience. 

Our assailant observes, “it has been thought too, that ‘if 
God eall these who will not comply, it is with au intention 
toavgment and perpetuate their ruin.” 
vindieable in this point also. 


The sermon is 
If God cail any, with the 
jcertain knuwledge that they will not come, and that the 





resisted call will enhance and immortalize their ruin, and 
that this will be the only effect it can produce, he must 
design to increase and eternalize their perdition, or act 
‘without a motive. But God being unable to act without 
a purpose, the induction is not refuted, but remaius uny 
answered. 

To be continued. 


ae 
| *,*Our correspondents must wait with patience while 
our controversy lasts, when that is closed, their favors sha}; 
be considered. 


' 











MISCELLANEOUS, 


—$$$<— 2s 


‘ies the (Portland) C hristian Intelligencer. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE 


When the venerable Murray resided and preached in 
Boston, a young man from the interior of Massachusetts, 
went into that town to establish himself in business. On 
leaving the paternai mansions, the father, who was a rigid 
Calvinist Baptist, was, above all things, very particular 
in charging his son to beware of that dreadful Murray, 
and his more dreadful doctrine. Doct. STILLMAN Was # 
great favorite of the father, though it seems he was not 
sufficiently acquainted with him to recognize his person. 
On fis meeting, he charged the son to attend, and in his 
sentiments, to have implicit confidence ; adding, “(co not 
eternal destruc- 
tion; for his doctrine ts the snare of Satan.” 

When a person is prohibited in that which he sees free 
to others, a greater desire is generally created by the very 
prohibition, to know what the “forbidden fruit” can be. 
It was su with this young man. For some time he re- 
a and rigidly regarded the paternal injunction : 

but his curiosity increasiug, the more he thought upon the 
subject.—and considering “himself sage ;” he at length 
ventured to hear Mr. Murray delivera Lecture. The 
youog man was much disappeinted. He had expected, 
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according to the assurance of his father, to hear every|ed free agency. And Thomas Vulcarus, 


thing bad; but nothing fell from the lips of the venerabl 
speaker, which was not, on the contrary very good. So 
agreeable was his disappointment, that he renewed his at 

tendance on Mr. Murray's meeting; till at length he 
became a believer in the final restoration, and joined Mr. 
M's society. 

The father, hearing of his son’s alteration in his views, 
harnessed his horse with all possible haste, and drove, like 
Jehu, into town. It was of a Saturday night that he ar- 
rived, and he hastened to accuse his son of infidelity and 
to warn him of his eternal danger. After considerable 

. conversation, upon the subject of doctrines, which had the 
effect to make the enraged father a little more conciliato- 
ry. it was agreed, onthe morning of the Sabbath, that the 
father should attend the son’s meeting in the forenoon; 
and in the afternoon, the son should attend his father’s. 
The son’s meeting was Mr. Murray’s; and the father’s, 
Doct. Stillman’s. Accordingly, at the proper time, they 
Doth set out for Mr. M's place of worship: but as the fath- 
er was a stranger in town, the son succeeded in conduet- 
ing him to Doct. Stillman’s meeting, which, the former 
supposed all the while, to be Mr. Murray's. On return- 
ing from meeting, the young man inquired: “Well, Sir, 
how did you like my minister?” “OA,” said the father, 
“he was most abominable; there was nota word of truth 
in all he sard ;—Dont, | conjure you, go there azain.” 

According to agreement, the son was to accompany the 
father intheafternoon. ‘Now, said the old man, we shall 
hear something from Stillman, by which,! pray you may 
be benefitted.” The son conducted him to Wr. Murray's 
meeting. The father, supposing Mr. M. to be Doct. 8. 
swallowed every word most eagerly, occasionally calling 


the blacksmith, 
never shod a Methodisi’s horse since the time he censured 
Elder Vox’s sermon on the possibility of falling from grace. 
John Paidogogus, the free-thinker, though an excellent 
teacher, lost the school of the village Romance, beeause 
his competitor, though of limited acquisitions and less 
talents, could say shiboleth. 


The Editor of the Times failed to continue his paper 
more than six months, in the county of Knox, because of 
his editorial remarks on the avarice of a clergyman in his 
neighborhood who sued at law, through the trustrees of 
his congregation, three widows and {cur paupers, lor seven 
and sixpence a peice. Having failed, and made his hegira 
to the county of Hopkins he commenced with some encom- 
iams ona sermon of the Rev. Bene Placit; his subscrip- 
tion list was greatly and speedily eniarged, and by fre- 
quenting three meeting-houses im town, in due succession, 
and by giving a little stipend to the three parsons in town, 
he has got rich by his editorial labours. Joannes Baptist- 
us lost an election to congress because his rival, John 
Melacthon, was taken up by two congregetional ministers. 
And the time was, in Western Pennsylvania, when the 
candidate taken up by the Presbyterian congregations was 
carried overall opposition from superior talents, erudition, 
and fidelity. | But siuce the father of the Western Presby- 
terians failed to elect a governor for Pennsylvania by a 
single letter of recommendation, the Congregational tick- 
et scheme has been completely dropped. 


Inthe late agonizing struggle for President, it was al- 
leged by some thaf the wile of Gen. Jackson was a pious 
Presbyterian, aud some were so bold as to say that the 
General himself either was or was about to be a ruling 
elder.—Mr. Adams, too, was a congregational saint, as hts 


~* 





fhe attention of his son, to the animating speaker.—After 
their return, the old man was agam interrogated —*How 
did you like the discourse?” “Most excellently,” said the 
father.-—“That is what I call the truth—the bread of life. 
If you would be wise, my son attend where we attended this 
afternoon, and beheve the doctrine there preached—-but be- 
ware of the doctrine af Universal Salvation; it will ruin 
your soul.” ' 


The soh smiled at the prejudices of his father, saying ;) 


“TIow totally does prejudice blind us. 
parent, ‘I have caught yeu with guile.” The Sermon you 
heard in the merning, and which you so much abominated, 
was not delivered, as you supposed, by ‘that dreadful 
Murray, but by your idel Stillman. He it was, whom 
you have just charged me to avoid. And he, who preach- 
ed this afternoon, whose doctrines you so eageriy swal- 
lowed, and so zealously extelled, was that very Mr. Mur- 
ray, Whom you so much despised. Henceforth, let us 
learn to abate the violence of our prejudices, and to con- 
demn no man or his sentiments unheard.” 

The above anecdote very happily illustrates the force 
of ungencrous prejudices, and itis hoped that its practical 
tendency may not be lost. ORIGEN. 

—p— 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST. 


In many towns and neighborhoods in this western world,} the rights of men. 


This day, my| 


friends said; but Messrs. Clay and Crawford were neither 
lsanctified themselves, nor by their wives; and see how far 
ithey were behind, In fiue the sectarian creeds, accordiny; 
ito their popularity, less or more, fill the chairs in the legis- 
‘lative halls of the states, and even threaten the seat of the 
chief magistrate of the United States. Synods, too, like 
the first Popes, have actually passed resolutions approba- 
tory of the measures of government; thereby showing 
the right, and reserving the power, to pass resolutions dis- 
approbatory of the preceedings of governments, when 
either their temper or the times require it. Indeed, sectar- 
tan pride, ambition, and avarice threaten, the continuance 
of our present free and beneficent institutions. 

But this is not all. Modern sectarians are so consolida- 
ting their energies and their influence that in many of our 
towns and neighborhoods, when a young man gets himself 
a wile,he must either join some sect, or at least, support 
one, if he intends to have bread and butter. Thus in- 
ducements are presented to hypocrisy,and men are forced 
intoa profession which neit ter their judgment nor theix 
inclination prompts them to, but which becomes necessary 
to success i their calling. 

The clergy have ever been the greatest tyrants in every 
state—and at present they are, in every country in Europe, 
on the side of the oppressors of the people who trample 
Nor are we to suppose that this is 


} 


it becomes necessary, in order to success in any business or|#" accidental, but an essential characteristic of their as- 


professions, that a person profess some sectarian creed. In 
some places, it is true, there is a majority of non-profess- 
ors—among these aman without a creed may succced. 
These situations are, however, comparatively few, and 
still becoming fewer.—The only chance of success, in 
most places, for a non-professur of a sectarian creed, (and 
there are many who seem to understand it) is,to paya 


tribute of money, to the more powerful or more popular system. 


ereed in his vicinity. Next to this, it behooves him to 
speak “charitably” of all. But wo awaits him who has 
so little policy as to profess no creed, and at the same 
time to speak disrespectfully of any or of all. William 
Pedibus, the shoemaker, lost the custom of all the Pres- 


~byterians in town, beeause he said that Parser Trim deni- 


sumptions. It isneither the air which they mbale, nor the 
soil on which they are supported, nor the government ua- 
der which they live; but the spirit of their pretensions, 
which generates the hauteur, the ambition, and the love of 
sway so generally conspicuous in theircharacter. Weknow 
there are some exceptions—but these only occur where 
the spirit ef the man preponderates over the spirit of the 
Ji is by no means a marvellous thing to find indi- 
viduals among the clergy exhibiting traits of character 
very opposite to the distinguishing features of the priest- 
hood. While we cheertully discriminate, let us cautious- 
ly, and with a jealous eye, observe their maneevres as @ 
fraternity ever to be feared, but never to be trusted, espe- 
clully as respeets the adairs of this present world 
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152 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 


EFFECTS OF CHURCH AND STATE. not against me, O mine enemy ; when I fall 1 shall arise ; 
The following, from the Liverpool Mercury, is an apt when [sit in darkness the Lord shail be a light unto me. 
commentary and illustration of the benefits and b eons will bear the mdignation of the Lord because [ have sip- 
of a union of church and state. Let overv American. while ned agamst him, uatil he plead my cause, and execute 
he reads it, thank God that he lives ina country where Judgment for me; he will brmg me forth to the light, and 
every religious denomination has an established chureh of; ‘[shali behold his righteousness. Then she that is mine 
equal influence and privileges. old. lenci iy shall see it, ancl shame shall cover her, which said 
‘ unto me where is the Lord thy God? Mine eyes shall 
i behold her :—now shall she be trodden down as the mire 
We observe by the police reports of the metropolis, thatiof the streets, — con Pap. 
the Kev. Dr. Wilsca, rector of St. Mary's, Aldermanbury, es : 
sent Ins tithe -collector to zpply te the Jord mayor fora MATLRIED, 
. —~ +> ware ta ‘r - , os m: : 
eee ee ademant of At Wethersfield, by the Rev. J. Bisbe, Jr. Mr. Elisha 
‘ ; Laitimer to Miss Mary Ann Griswold. 





| . + 
Clerecal Averice. 








tiny obliged to call en the widow. who was in the deepest ‘ . 
overty and distress. The circumstances of hercase wero {n Stafford, by the Rev. Jasiel P. Fuller, Mr. Elijah 
ich, that the lord mayor sent an urgent recommendation Firman to Viiss Cynthia Harvey, both of Stafford ; Mr 
that the demand might not be pressed, and that he himself Jouathan Bill to Miss Meriam Rockwell. 

would rather compromise it, by paving the Rey. Dr. 10s.! ——— 

in the pound. But the Dr. would listen to no such recom- ; e DIZZD. 

mentation ; dice pproved of his lordship meddime with h:s| 


y 
; 
A 

s 


a | 


+t 
' 


In this eiiv, on Saturday last, Miss Ennice Wadsworth, 
dd O83: Mir. Samuel Lawrence, aged 62; Mr. Abner 
teaged 27, son of Mr. Jonathan Olcott. 

At Prescott Mass. on the ith inst. Dr. Neuremran 
Hinns, aged 79. He wasa Surgeon in the ary of the 
revolution, aud through a very extensice practice ot Pirys- 
cand surgery up almost to the day of his death, ever 


private affairs; and, although the elurch-wardens had 
declined detnand'ng the poor rates from the poor Woman, oO} 
who was in a state of great wretchedness (and she was the] _ 
only one of the doctor's parishioners who expressed mabili- 
ty to pay) he sent back the collector te apply for the dis- 
tress Warrant. ‘Lie lord mayor, finding that the divin 
Was as resolute for his tithe as Shyleck for his band. paid ’ ; 
; ; man. fested the greatest care and compassion for the unfor- 
tuvate sufferers he was called to visit. Possessing the 
most humane teelings, he as cieerlully visited the cottages 


the sum himself tosave the poor creature from actuai 
starvation and despair. ‘The contrast in the humanities of 
the doctor auc the wort! : 

where there were bo prospects of pecuniary 


ment. But let us hear no more ot the Catholiek’s levying Ol Pove;ny. ; | " 
. lcomeusation, as the dwellings of the affluent. Ja his Jast 


1y magistrate requires no com- 


‘ 


reut. They never levied any thing so atrociously oppress a a ats ‘ 
wveasthis ; . . stcKness, When he had no mio ast expectation of recovery, 
ive as tals, : } les ’ nay : nar? > hat oe @ + 4 , 
he converse] on death w.th resivuation: baving that faith 
A STRANGE TiiInNG UNDER THE SUN which ineludes the whole fannly of man in the salvation of 
Ve ‘ yt s a ». 9 % , 
' , , ‘ : UN. Cod, he mace his exit rejoicing inthe assurance 
ae a : Yah = be ° F 
ec uD stand theta respectabie ‘ aptist pan 

55 i { { resp e member of a Baptist Chat though his earthly house decay, 
Chureh in this count Vs a stave proprietor, has heey seri- He ‘da building in the kies: : 
Ves thghen . 7 he RP te : } instinct itciasicire, 5. aaacs ¢ 
ously “dealt with’ by an avrerieved brother. for > crime : 
y “cle It . i’ ry roth or the erime And though in Adam he must die, 


of permitting an universalist preacher to ride 20 mules j : > 
i ’ eee niles in In Christ he'd surely rise 


+ 


his stage for the customary fare! But what és still worse, ’ Cor ated 
. . + , . ‘ P22? fie . 
is the fact. that a complaint has been prelerred igainst the 
same man and is now r actually dependine het re the chureh a : oe , 
¢ oe iar baa ara hae 1 In Stafford, on the 6th Inst. Lieut. Nathaniel Hyde, in 
for the awful crime of conveying in his stave a number ofl... aco, Se ay : ; 
the 69th yearof hisage. In justice tothe memory of Mr 





voung gentlemenand ladtestoan eveniue partv'!! Qos. . ; 
, 2 5 * ? . Hvdelit may With truth bo said, that those virtues which 


ton. Is there not something said tu the bible about stran . 

: a )? ram | ommend the husband, the father and the citizen shone 

Ing ata rs and swallowing a camel | : ‘ ee : lif ’ 
jeouspicuovsty iu tas character and manner of life. For 

= tyahe Wey lin « “A r : Py ’ . } ° } _ : 
It ts th ought, that the abeve mentioned ehureh willlmany vears ay r. Hy le profes ed oa belief in the doctrine 

real y disfellowshiv the «1 hk Sastce 4 f. | , . 
probably disfliowship the shocmaker who manufacture djof God’s Universal Love and Benevolence as revealed in 


the shoes which were worn by the young p opie to theirithe criptures of eternal truth; and in this furth and un- 
social party !—Gespel vldvor ite, der its support he patiently endured a short, though a dis- 
— Htressi ne alness, and met death without a murmur and 

Lawentasur Surcrpe.—“On Thursday, the ath of, Without expressing a fear. Tie bas left acompanion, with 
April last. rota Re haries Bowes ll, of the Vieth rodist numberof eluldren and other re latives ane friends to 
Episcopal Chare % abe an cond to fis existenee, at his res-| 1°} lore his Joss, May bis death be sanctified to them for 


idence in Nort! ampten county, { Va.) by hanging himself! itheir ood ; —_ d that doctrine which gt him support and 
consolation in the afflicting hour of dissolution be their 
fhanpy inheritance, until they join his society inthe realms 


of tinmortal bliss. —Communicuted. 


ata weaving loom. He had been a fillower of the cross! 
for more than forty years, ania minister more than thirty. 
Mr. Bonwell was ju his 60th vear; wasa man of strict 











integrity ; ho able, humane, and beloved by nil who Drewned—to Connectient River.en Saturday last, while 
kuew him. He had labored aslort time under derange-; bathing, Mr. Jeremsan Crockrr, aged 47. He was 
ment,” which is doubtless true of every other person who!a most kind and affectionate husband and father, and very 
terminates life in the same Gesperate manner. attentive to his friends and acquaintances in sickness. 
Chitionhtdiceaca, EES =f 





—— LALIT OUP'S INQUIRY. 
The late Dr. Dodd, who was executed for torgery,as| Just received at this office, Balfour's Inquiry, second edi- 
he was stopp! ny into the mourning coach winch convey’d} (ion, bound and in boards. Also Balfo ir’s Reply tw Sa- 
him to the seaffold, was asked by a woman who had im-|bme’s Lectures on the Inquiry, containing, Ist, a Defence 
bibed the notions of Free 'Thinkers—“*“Now where is thelof the Inquiry : AW, Sabine’s proofs of atuture retribution 
Lora tiny God:” [Ile in ™; ly, told her to go home andle: msidered, Price of the Inquiry, $1.25 bound; $1,090 in 








turn to the seventh chapter of Mieah, Gth Sth and Oth {! oards.—Reply 50 certs. Persons wishing to obtain the 

verses. She did so, and afterwards went and hung ber-|above works can be supplicd by making immediate applt- 
eis ; . ° 

self. The following are the verses referred to;— Reioiee! cation, 












